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Semantic Aware Applications
• Purpose: Assessment & Feedback Service 
that support the traditional tutoring work
• Natural Language Processing: Let 
computers interpret what users write in their 
natural language
– No use of ontologies or extensive “tagging” of 
content
– Application of statistical & probabilistic methods
– “Bottom-up”-methods without the need for 
metadata (should work with plain text)
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3 Examples from projects
• Placement Support Service (Marco Kalz/
TENCompetence)
• Tutor Locator (Peter van Rosmalen/LTfLL)
• CONSPECT (Fridolin Wild et al./LTfLL 
project)
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Placement Support Service (1/2)
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8Placement Support Service (2/2)
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Tutor Locator (2/2)
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CONSPECT (1/2)
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CONSPECT (2/2)
12
Monday, December 7, 2009
What we have learned
• The placement web-service and the tutor locator have 
been evaluated successfully within PhD projects at 
CELSTEC, CONSPECT is currently evaluated within 
the LTfLL project
• Semantic Applications based on NLP need a steep 
learning and training phase at the beginning, but can 
work well after this initial phase
• Semantic webservices based on NLP rely very much 
on contextual factors (=they communities they are 
embedded in)
• After the training phase these services can improve 
their behaviour based on feedback by users (Future 
work) 13
Monday, December 7, 2009
Questions?
Please visit us at the booth of 
the Centre for Learning 
Sciences and Technologies 
(CELSTEC) at C99 
(Wintergarten)
marco.kalz@ou.nl
http://celstec.org
http://www.tencompetence.org
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